INTRODUCTION
Since the last decade, Malaysia has experienced a remarkable period of economic expansion and growth in population, economy, industrialisation and motorisation. The population increased from 19.5 to 25.6 million at an average growth rate of about 3% per year. During the same period, the total length of paved roads increased from 60,734 to about 71,814 kilometres while registered vehicles increased from 7,210,089 to 13,878,000 vehicles in 2004 (Table 1) . Over a span of 10 years, ownership increased accordingly from 2.7 persons per vehicle in 1994 to 1.9 persons per vehicle in 2004, though almost half are motorcyclists.
The increase in population and motorisation led to a consequent increase in the number of road traffic accidents. From 148,801 cases in 1994 (Table 1) , the number doubled to a total of 326,817 cases in 2004. The number of fatalities (death within 30 days after an accident) however, increased at a much slower rate from 5,159 in 1994 to 6,223 in 2004. Note that the upward trend of fatalities dropped in 1997 after consistently positive growth since 1986.
NATIONAL SAFETY TARGET AND INTER-VENTIONS
In 1995, the Road Safety Research Centre, at Universiti Putra Malaysia was mandated with the task of reviewing the earlier national safety target. The outcome of the research 1 was the statistical model which predicted some 9,127 deaths in the year 2000 if traffic exposure continued to increase at the projected rate (Figure 1) .
To offset the upward trend in fatalities, an integrated road safety program was introduced to both prevent and reduce future traffic accidents as well as to reduce injuries during and after accidents. Strategies were categorised into exposure control, crash prevention, crash reduction, behaviour modification, injury control and post injury programs. Among the new initiatives were: Road safety research and scientifically driven initiatives have been recognised as the critical success factors of the safety investments in Malaysia. In addition, a new road safety department was recently set up to specifically plan, coordinate, implement and evaluate the safety interventions in the country. 
